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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 6364 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, RP 
SUBJECT: BENIGNO AQUINO 

REF: A. STATE 108940 
B. STATE 109656 

1. AMBASSADOR DISCUSSED AQUINO ISSUE AT LENGTH WITH 
DEFENSE SECRETARY PONCE ENRILE AND EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
MELCHOR MAY 11. THEY INDICATED GOVERNMENT VERY MUCH ALIVE 
TO ISSUE AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR PHILIPPINES, AND KEEN 

ON RESOLVING IT. PONCE ENRILE HAS APPARENTLY ACQUIRED 
BASIC RESPONSIBILITY FOR HANDLING ISSUE FOR GOVERNMENT, 

A GOOD CHOICE SINCE HE COMMANDS RESPECT ON AQUINO SIDE AS 
WELL. ALTHOUGH NO SOLUTION AT HAND. GOP APPARENTLY LEANING 
IN FAVOR OF EXILE BUT PREFERABLY TO AUSTRALIA WHERE 
LIKELY AQUINO POLITICAL AGITATION WOULD DO LESS HARM THAN 
IN U.S. IN MEANTIME, ACCORDING PONCE ENRILE, AQUINO 
HAS BEGUN TO TAKE MILK. EMBASSY WILL ATTEMPT TO CONFIRM. 

2. AMBASSADOR ALSO LEARNED THAT AQUINO FAMILY HAS ASKED 
FORMER JUSTICE FERNANDEZ, OLD FRIEND OF AQUINO AS WELL 
AS MARCOS, TO SERVE AS INTERMEDIARY. FERNANDEZ HAS 
AGREED TO DO SO. REQUEST GENERATED BECAUSE ARCHIBISHOP 
WILL BE AWAY FOR SEVERAL WEEKS AND EVIDENTLY DISAPPOINTED 
FAMILY WISHES. FERNANDEZ TOLD AMBASSADOR HE WOULD KEEP 
US INFORMED OF PROGRESS. 
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3. AQUINO FAMILY WAS ADVISED BY EMBASSY OF COHEN INVITATION 
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TO AQUINO. FAMILY WAS PLEASED BUT CURIOUS AS TO 
WHO IN U.S. MIGHT BE BEHIND INVITATION. WE DO NOT ANTI- 
CIPATE ANY REACTION FROM MARCOS, ESPECIALLY IF GOP WOULD 
RATHER SEE AQUINO GO TO AUSTRALIA. 

4. COMMENT: ASSUMING AQUINO SURVIVES THE NEGOTIATING 
PROCESS, THESE ARE FIRST CONCRETE SIGNS THAT STEPS ARE NOW 
BEING TAKEN ON BOTH SIDES TO RESOLVE PROBLEM IN FILIPINO 
MANNER. 

SULLIVAN 
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